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In the midst of Ecuador's raucous pre-Lenten celebration of Carnaval, Fabian Alarcon Rivera was
sworn in as interim president for the second time in five days. The event capped a tumultuous
week in which the country had three different presidents. Following the swearing in, Vice President
Rosalia Arteaga who occupied the presidency for 48 hours withdrew her claims to the office, and
ousted president Abdala Bucaram left the country. Alarcon, meanwhile, has pledged to bring
stability to Ecuador, and has called for a speedy resumption of border negotiations with neighboring
Peru. The latest crisis began on Feb. 6 when Congress ousted Bucaram for mental incompetence,
after a short but chaotic six months in office (see NotiSur, 02/07/97).
Although the legislators named Alarcon as interim president, Bucaram refused to step down, and
Arteaga claimed that the Constitution entitled her to assume the post. The military, which has often
stepped in during times of crisis in Ecuador, made no move to take over but did withdraw support
from Bucaram. Army chief Gen. Paco Moncayo convinced Bucaram to step aside, Alarcon to return
to Congress, and Arteaga to briefly take over as interim president while Congress drafted rules for
succession. Moncayo has enjoyed immense popularity since he led the Ecuadoran military during
the 1995 border war with Peru (see NotiSur, 05/19/95), and his role in resolving the latest crisis was
widely applauded.

Alarcon again elected interim president
On Feb. 11, the deputies once again chose Alarcon, by a 57-2 vote, as interim president. He will
remain in office until August 1998 and must hold new elections within 12 months. The 49-year-old
Alarcon is a member of the Frente Radical Alfarista (FRA), which has only two seats in Congress.
"Instability is over, now it's time to work," said Alarcon. "We're going to restore dignity to this
country and respect between government and governed." Despite the widespread public support
for the resolution to the crisis, some foreign diplomats in Quito expressed serious concerns
regarding the constitutionality of the process.
Although Ecuador's Constitution is vague regarding replacing a sitting president, critics questioned
the speed with which Congress acted as well as the lack of any medical evidence to support the
charge of mental incapacity, saying it could establish a dangerous precedent. Meanwhile, Bucaram
flew to Panama for the start of a trip to convince other Latin American leaders that he was illegally
ousted by political enemies in the Congress. So far, his only support has come from Argentine
President Carlos Saul Menem. Menem's former finance minister, Domingo Cavallo, was hired by
Bucaram as his chief economic advisor (see NotiSur, 01/10/97). The implementation of Cavallo's
policies met widespread opposition and set off a nationwide strike that culminated in Bucaram's
removal from office.

Effects on Peru-Ecuador peace talks
Menem's delay in recognizing the Quito government has thrown a new obstacle in the peace
process between Ecuador and Peru. Argentina is one of the guarantor countries of the Rio de Janeiro
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 55331
ISSN: 1060-4189

Protocol, along with Chile, Brazil, and the US. The guarantor countries are also mediating the
current peace talks. As Bucaram's hold on power was disintegrating, he called on the Peruvian
government to postpone ministerial-level talks, scheduled for Feb. 17 in Brasilia. The Peruvian
government promptly agreed, motivated in part because their chief negotiator, Foreign Relations
Minister Francisco Tudela, is still being held hostage in the residence of the Japanese ambassador by
the Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) rebels (see NotiSur, 01/17/97 and 01/31/97).
The peace process had received a boost from last month's visit by Bucaram to Peru, and Peruvian
President Alberto Fujimori has expressed concern that the Ecuadoran crisis might be a serious
setback. "This negotiation in Brasilia is very important in finding peace with our neighbor and in
resolving our disagreements within the framework of the Rio de Janeiro Protocol," said Fujimori
on Feb. 11. Nevertheless, while Alarcon expressed his commitment to a speedy resumption of
negotiations with Peru, Ecuadoran officials said talks could not begin until Menem recognizes the
Alarcon government.
In addition to the negotiations with Peru, Alarcon also faces major problems at home, including
a huge budget deficit, inflation that could hit 50% this year, and a public up in arms over recent
austerity measures. In his address to Congress, the new president anticipated a period of belttightening measures and asked people to be prepared for sacrifices.
Nevertheless, he said one of his first decrees would be to repeal the unpopular measures contained
in an austerity package presented by Bucaram last month, including stiff increases in electricity, gas,
and public transportation rates. [Sources: United Press International, 02/09/97; Associated Press, El
Comercio (Ecuador), Deutsche Press Agentur, Hoy (Ecuador), The Miami Herald, The New York
Times, Notimex, Reuter, 02/12/97; Spanish news service EFE, 02/07/97, 02/11-13/97]
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